Geographical Inquiry and Analysis:
An Introduction

Geography 765
Coordinator: Matthew Turner Office Hours: W 1:30-3pm,Th 1-3pm
340 Science Hall turner @geography.wisc.edu

262-2465

This course is designed to introduce new graduate students to the research community
within the Department of Geography. There are two goals for this course: 1. Introduce
you to the faculty within the department; and 2. Provide aforum for you to start to
develop your own research topic.

Each week, different faculty will visit to present and discuss their research areas. This
will provide you the opportunity to get acquainted with the faculty; gain a better sense of
how faculty research interests overlap with your own; and learn about major debates and
cutting-edge issues within your own area of specialization. You are all expected to attend
each class meeting.

SCHEDULE

Date Faculty Visitor(s) Topic
13-Sep Mason Physical Geography at UW
20-Sep Burt, Williams Faculty Research in Physical Geography
27-Sep Zhu Cart/GIS Research at UW

4-Oct Burnicki, Harrower Faculty Research in Cart/GIS
11-Oct Science Hall Open House
18-Oct Turner “Choosing among possible research topics’
25-Oct Naughton People-Environment Geography at UW
1-Nov Cronon, Harris Faculty Research in People-Env
8-Nov Turner, Zimmerer Faculty Research in People-Env
15-Nov Turner “Working toward researchable topics”
22-Nov Thanksgiving
29-Nov Kaiser Human Geography at UW
6-Dec Ostergren, Wong Faculty Research in Human Geography
13-Dec Olds, Sack Faculty Research in Human Geography

Please use these meetings with faculty to your benefit. Faculty are not only potential
members of your thesis committee, but also valuable informants about geographical
research (methods, theory, substantive areas of research). For those of you that are
entering the M. S. program, you will be expected to develop athesis proposal by the end
of the Spring semester (graded product for Geography 766). Therefore, it isnot too early



for you to start thinking about your area of research and possible research questions. To
spur you on in this endeavor, you will be expected to submit an 8-10 page “ pre-proposal”
(due on December 15™) that presents a research topic and poses one or two research
guestions related to that topic followed by an initial and abbreviated review of literature
relevant to the research questions posed. This assignment isintended to motivate you to
begin thinking about possible research questions as soon as possible. | have found that
the sooner that one forces oneself to consider the “researchability” of topics/questions,
the more success you will have in developing aresearch program. It isfor this reason
that the assignment is treated as a pre-proposal rather than athoughtful essay. Thissaid,
you will have the flexibility to decide on a different topic mid-way through the Spring
Semester.

My office hours are listed above. Please come and see me during the semester to discuss
your evolving research interests. | can point you to resources and other faculty that can
help you in the often difficult process of narrowing down your interests to something that
can be effectively studied in atimely fashion. Faculty and other graduate students will
prove very helpful in this process so don’t be shy — seek them out, ask questions, push
them for the information you need to develop your research program!
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