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GEOG 501 (Spring 2007) 
Economic Geography:  

Constructing Knowledge Spaces in a Globalizing Era 
 

Syllabus (as at 24 January) 
 
Instructor:  Associate Prof. Kris Olds (olds@geography.wisc.edu)  
Office:  Room 376, Science Hall 
Office Hrs: Mondays from 1:30-3:30 p.m., or by appointment 
Schedule:  W 7:45 am to 10:45 am [actually meeting time is 8:15-10:45 am]; Room: 

450 Science Hall 
Credits:  4 
Prereq.:  Junior, Senior or Graduate Student or instructor consent 
 
Description: The ubiquity of the Ôknowledge economyÕ and Ôknowledge societyÕ 
discourse is not simply rhetorical; it represents changing understandings of the 
relationship between states, economies and individuals, and is giving rise to new 
spaces, practices and citizen-subjects. The state, in particular, has been actively 
involved in constructing new knowledge spaces at a range scales in the context of 
evolving conceptualizations of the ÔidealÕ economy and society. Examples of new 
knowledge spaces include innovative class room architectures designed to engender 
more creative learning and citizen-subjects; new universities in central cities or 
emerging regions; university-industry linkage development programs; global 
university consortia such as the Worldwide Universities Network (WUN); national-
scale developments such as Brand New Zealand, Qatar Education City, or Singapore 
Global Schoolhouse; and regional initiatives such as European Higher Education 
Area (EHEA), or the ASEAN University Network. GEOG 510 will focus on 
enhancing our understanding of the broader forces (globalization, regionalism, and 
statecraft), underlying the emergence of these new knowledge spaces, as well as the 
evolving configuration and impacts of such spaces. We will devote particular 
attention to the emergence of new knowledge spaces in Pacific Asia, North America 
and Europe, as well as to network-oriented initiatives that bind together even more 
disparate spaces of knowledge production. Please note that students w ith interests 
in these themes, though set in other geographical contexts (e.g., Africa, Middle East, 
Latin America), are also welcome in the class. 
 
Who should take this course?:  This interdisciplinary course is designed for 
students who are interested in debates about globalization, regionalism (e.g., the EU, 
ASEAN, APEC), and the relationship between the Ôknowledge economyÕ and higher 
education restructuring. I welcome students from disciplines and programs as w ide-
ranging as anthropology, Asian studies, European studies, business, economics, 
education, geography, journalism, sociology, planning, political science, public 
policy, and so on.  Email me at <olds@geography.w isc.edu> if you have any queries! 
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Weekly Schedule, Required Readings and Course Requirements 

 
Note: all readings, apart from the Saxenian book (Week 8), will be placed on 
eReserves via MyUW (go to Academic tab).  I w ill place the readings on the 
course site on Learn@UW as well. 
 
 
WEEK 1: INTRODUCTION TO COURSE (whole class meeting) 
Wednesday 24 January: Introductory lecture and practical details 
 
Required readings: 
Olds, K. (forthcoming, 2007) ÔGlobal assemblage: Singapore, Western 
universities, and the construction of a global education hubÕ, World Development.  
 
 
WEEK 2: GLOBAL ECONOMIC GEOGRAPHIES/GLOBAL KNOWLEDGE 
PRODUCTION 
Wednesday 31 January Ð Lecture + Small Group Discussions (focus on all 
readings though only Part II of UNCTAD) 
 
Required readings: 
Demos (2007) The Atlas of Ideas: How Asian Innovation Can Benefit Us All, London: 
Demos. Available at: http:/ / www.demos.co.uk/ publications/ atlasofideas/   
 
Paasi, A. (2005) ÔGlobalisation, academic capitalism, and the uneven geographies 
of international journal publishing spacesÕ, Environment and Planning A, 37 (5): 
769-789. 
 
Scott, A., and Storper, M. (2003) ÔRegions, globalization, development,Õ Regional 
Studies, 37(6&7): 579-593. 
 
UNCTAD (2005) World Investment Report 2005: TNCs and the Internationalization of 
R&D, Geneva: UNCTAD. Download available at: 
http:/ / www.unctad.org/ Templates/ WebFlyer.asp?intItemID=3489&lang=1  
 
Scan these global university ranking schemes: 
 
http:/ / ed.sjtu.edu.cn/ ranki ng.htm 
 
http:/ / w ww.msnbc.msn.com/ id/ 14321230/   
 
http:/ / w ww.paked.net/ higher_education/ ranki ngs/ times_ranki ngs.htm 
 
http:/ / rankings.ft .com/ ranki ngs/ mba/ rankings.html  



 3 

 
WEEK 3: WHAT IS THE “KNOWLEDGE ECONOMY”  
Wednesday 7 February Ð Mini-reports + Presentations  
 
Required activity: 
You have been hired by one of three clients of your choice (Governor Doyle of 
the State of Wisconsin, the European Union, or ASEAN) and asked to produce a 
4-5 paged (double spaced) mini-report on the main dimensions of the 
Òknowledge economyÓ, and the key challenges your territory/ institution faces 
w ith respect to developing this economy. The report should be double-spaced, 
and include a 300-word abstract that summarizes your report. 
 
In class you w ill l ink up w ith the person you introduced today, and have 
approximately 10 minutes for both of you (ie 5 five minutes each) to speak to the 
content of your reports, with 3-5 minutes of comparative reflections and Q&A 
from the audience.  Powerpoint is not permitted, though graphics (tables, 
images, etc.) in your mini-reports can obviously be referred to. Please bring 
enough copies of your individual report for everyone.  A proper reference list, 
w ith 4-8 academic references, is to be provided at the end of the report. 
 
 
WEEK 4: RESEARCH PROJECTS/RESEARCH STRATEGIES (Whole Class) 
Wednesday 14 February Ð Discussion + Library visit(s) 
 
Detailed discussion of projects summarized at the end of the syllabus. 
 
Required activity: 
Each student should come to class w ith a one-page summary of key information 
about each of your three potential clients. 
 
By the end of class, teams of four people w ill be determined.  
 
 
WEEK 5: CONSTRUCTING KNOWLEDGE SPACES (Whole Class) 
Wednesday 21 February Ð Lecture + Film (LÕAuberge espagnole)  
 
Required readings: 
Corbett, A, (2006) Higher Education as a Form of European Integration: How 
Novel? The Dynamics of EU Higher Education Policy-Making, ARENA Seminar, 
Centre for European Studies, University of Oslo November 21. Available at: 
http:/ / www.arena.uio.no/   
 
Robertson, S.L. (forthcoming) ÔThe politics of constructing (a competitive) 
Europe(an) through internationalising higher education: Strategy, structures, 
subjectsÕ, Perspectives in Education.  
 
Thrift, N. (2000) âÕPerforming cultures in the new economyÕ, Annals of the 
Association of American Geographers, 90, 674-692. 
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WEEK 6: RESEARCH PROJECTS 
Wednesday 28 February Ð Group Research Sessions in Science Hall 
 
 
WEEK 7: RESEARCH PROJECTS 
Wednesday 7 March Ð Group Research Sessions in Science Hall 
 
 
WEEK 8 – CONSTRUCTING KNOWLEDGE SPACES (Whole Class) 
Wednesday 14 March Ð Lecture + Discussion 
 
Required reading: 
Saxenian, A. (1994) Regional Advantage: Culture and Competition in Silicon Valley 
and Route 128, Cambridge, MA: Harvard University Press. ISBN 0-674-75340-2 
[available at Rainbow Bookstore Cooperative, 426 W. Gillman (just off of State 
Street)] 
 
 
WEEK 9 – RESEARCH PROJECTS 
Wednesday 21 March Ð First draft of report due by end of class 
 
 
WEEK 10: VISITING DELEGATION FROM EUROPEAN COMMISSION 
Wednesday 28-29 March  
 
Note: A  large contingent of European Union officials, national government 
representatives, and ÔinnovationÔ specialists will be visiting campus.  I w il l be 
attempting to forge some access to their group for you. 
 
 

Spring Recess (31 March to 8 April) 
 
 
WEEK 11: RESEARCH PROJECTS 
Wednesday 11 April Ð Group Research Sessions in Science Hall 
 
Note: Professor Susan Robertson (see Week 5 above) from the University of 
Bristol w il l be speaking on campus during the latter part of Week 11 or the start 
of Week 12, and you are strongly encouraged to attend her talk. I will also 
arrange for a social gathering so you can meet her to discuss your projects in 
small group formats.  She is associated with the Worldwide Universities 
Network, and she is working on a variety of European Higher Education Area 
projects, as well as some projects on Asia-Europe linkages.  She also regularly 
teaches in Hong Kong. 
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WEEK 12: RESEARCH PROJECTS 
Wednesday 18 April - Group Research Sessions in Science Hall 
 
Note: Second draft of report due by end of class 
 
 
WEEK 13: PRESENTATION MATTERS (Whole Class) 
Wednesday 25 April Ð Lecture + Discussion 
 
 
WEEK 14: EDITING WEEK  
Wednesday 2 May - Group Editing Sessions in Science Hall 
 
 
WEEK 15: TEAM PRESENTATIONS (Whole Class) 
Wednesday 9 May 
 
Note: Final reports due on Friday 11 May by 5:00 pm. 
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Basic Background Information on Group Project Options 
 

Note: projects to be discussed in detail during Week 4  
 
Clients: Wisconsin Alumni 
Research Foundation (WARF) and 
the Wisconsin Institutes for 
Discovery 
 
Web: http:/ / w ww.warf.org/   
Web: 
http:/ / w ww.discovery.w isc.edu/   
 
Research Objective: Investigate the 
relationship between prominent 
private research institutes and the 
local entrepreneurial base, venture 
capital community, etc. as well as 
local, larger corporate entit ies. 
 
They would be interested in case 
studies of the follow ing: 
 
• Burnham Institute 
• Scripps in La Jol la 
• RTI (in Research Triangle) 
• BioX/ Clark at Stanford 
• Stowers in Kansas City 
 
 

Clients: UW-Madison’s Division of International 
Studies; Worldwide Universities Network; 
Professor Sharmistha Bagchi-Sen, American 
Council of Education Fellow in Chancellor's 
Office, University of California-Los Angeles 
 
Web: http:/ / w ww.wun.ac.uk/   
Web: http:/ / w ww.geog.buffalo.edu/ ~geosbs/   
Web: http:/ / w ww.ucla.edu/ administration.html  
 
Research Objective: Investigate several 
phenomenon commonly associated w ith university 
collaboration in a globalizing era, and provide 
insights on the factors underlyi ng both ÒsuccessÓ 
and Òfai lureÓ. Specifi c research options include: 
 
• A taxonomy of university-based international 

collaborations and their impacts (e.g., research, 
teaching, outreach etc). 

• International inter-university collaborations 
(how  do they start, excel, dissolve). 

• The degree of interdisciplinarity of these 
collaborations (who gets funded, prioritized, 
involved, etc).  

• Double/ joint degrees at an international scale: a 
global mapping and analysis of the state of the 
art. 

 
 

Client: Professor Pavel Zgaga, Senior European Higher Education Area official 
 
Web: http:/ / w ww.dfes.gov.uk/ bologna/  
Web: http:/ / w ww.geography.w isc.edu/ CKS/ index.htm  
Web: http:/ / w ww.eua.be/ index.php?id=65  
Web: http:/ / w ww.bolognaoslo.com/ expose/ sites/ bolognaoslo/ ?s=1  
 
Research Objective: Assist the Bologna Process Follow-up Group as it shapes the 
Òexternal dimensionÕ of the 45 member country European H igher Education Ar ea. 
Specific research options include: 
 
• "Know ledge Society": Compatibility and Tension between Lisbon and Bologna 

"External" Strategies in H igher Education and research. 
• "Know ledge Society" and European Dilemmas: Global Competition and/ or 

Cooperation in Higher Education? 
• Recognition of Degrees as an obstacle to an "Open Knowledge Society": European 

Higher Education Ar ea and the issue of international recognition of new  "Bologna" 
degrees. 
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Marking Matters 

 
Responsibilities Percentage of Grade Key Date(s) 
Knowledge Economy 
Mini-Paper + 
Presentation 

10% Due Week 3 

Film Review of LÕAuberge 
espagnole 

10% Due Week 5 

Book Review of 
SaxenianÕs Regional 
Advantage 

10% Due Week 8  

 
Project report + 
Presentation 

 
10% (draft 1) 
 
20% (draft 2) 
 
20% (final) 
 
10% (presentation) 
 

 
Week 9 
 
Week 12 
 
Week 15 
 
Week 15 

Positive Contributions to 
Class Dynamic 

10% All 

TOTAL 100%  
 


