Professor of the Month: Jim Knox

James (Jim) Knox is teaching Geog 127 Physical
Systems of the Environment and Geog 326
Landforms - Topic: Fluvial Geomorphology in this
upcoming spring semester 2004
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Ahh, Thanksgivinge Turkey. Stuffing.
Mashed Potatoes. Pumpkin Pie. And strange
Englishmen dressed in buckles. The holi-
day celebrated on the fourth Thursday of
November is a long-standing American
tradition, tracing its roots back to a feast
supposedly held by the New England
Puritans and the Wampanoag Indians in
1621. Although schoolchildren are taught
that most of todayts Thanksgiving customs
originated with that one feast, but they are in
fact a conglomeration of widespread influ-
ences.

That first Thanksgiving, the Pilgrims
dined mostly upon native foods, and the
Wampanoags played no small part in help-
ing the Pilgrims celebrate their first success-
ful year. Waterfowl, fish, berries, shellfish,
and boiled pumpkin were the main dishes.
Potatoes were avoided for many years
because it was considered poisonous. There
was no butter or cheese, as cattle had not yet
been brought to New England. However, as
the centuries progressed, an annual fall har-
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vest festival emerged that slowly began to
resemble the one we celebrate today.

When European crops began to be suc-
cessfully grown, the festival became a con-
tinuation of the traditional English harvest
festival that included three straight days of
feasting and merrymaking. As immigrants
from far-flung nations arrived in America,
the festival took on a more religious and
patriotic bent. However, as immigration
from non-western European countries
increased, many Yankee groups became
concerned that their traditions might become
be forgotten. In order to fiAmericanizeo the
new arrivals, private organizations like the
Daughters of the American Revolution and
even Ford Motor Company taught classes
and handed out pamphlets to immigrants
to teach them about the fiAmericand way
of life. Learning about the Pilgrimst con-
tribution to American customs and partak-
ing in Thanksgiving became a major right
of passage for many immigrant families.
Eventually, the festival became secularized
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and entered the public schools, and was
declared a national holiday.

Even so, Thanksgiving is hardly just an
American celebration. Canadians celebrate
their own version in October, and many
Jewish people observe Sukkot in the fall,
expressing thanks to God for the bounty
of the earth. In fact, all the major world
religions®including Hinduism, Buddhism,
Judaism, Christianity and Islam&bhave ritu-
als, observances and liturgies that express
thanks and gratitude to a higher power for
continued life and abundant harvests. The
Native Americans, too, had their own form
of Thanksgiving. For example, the Seneca
tribe of Iroquois praised their creator for
continued natural abundance. In one form
or other, Thanksgiving is celebrated all over
the world. But only in America is watching
football considered part of the celebration.
Happy Thanksgiving everyone!
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UPCOMING GEOGRAPHY CLUB
NEWS AND EVENTS

Nov. 24 meeting will start at 6:30 p.m.
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Photo contest in next month's edition!
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Meetings for the Fall 2003 semester will be held every 2nd and 4th Monday of
every month. We meet at 6:00 p.m. [[000000I00IO0DOCC0O00000Min the Student

Lounge, 480-B Science Hall.]0000000I0000000000000C0000000




