The

USS Cobia

First War Patrol: June 26 - August 14 1944

July 20, 1944 - Tracked three small ships spotted on

radar. Torpedos went under the target so switched
to gunfire. After two of the ships were burning, the third
ship used the created smoke screen to ram the COBIA.
COBIA suffered negligible damage, but enemy ship’s bow
sprit crumpled. He bounced off and his engines soon
died. The COBIA left the scene as the three enemy ships
continued to burn and sink.

n Description of event
HQuotes from the crew

Approximate location

Donahue: The guns would jam and ... Red Bower of event

brought one down ... and before he cleaned it ... he HJUW 6, 1944 - Sighted a patrol vessel, a
always pulled the trigger ... and there was a shell in the == converted trawler/minesweeper of
chamber and it went ... right through about 6 pots that about 400 tons, in the moonlight. Closed and < <

AY
the cook had ... dead center ... and into the bulkhead. sank with gunfire. Ship caught fire and . .
exploded as COBIA left the scene. Simplified path of the COBIA

Becker: Always kept what you were

shooting at with the deck gun on the
port side so that we don’t shoot off the JP
sonar head by mistake. Timeline of USS COBIA

Aug 6, 1944 - Patrols and Major WWII Events

Decoded message
ordering COBIA to Majuro. HJUIY 5,1944 - Sighted
several oil drums. Sank
one with 20mm gunfire.

June 30, 1944 - Moored

to submarine PLUNGER
and subtender PROTEUS.
Topped off with 12,530 gallons
of fuel and provisions.

07/1941 _:O7/12/41 - Japanese attack Pearl Harbor

July 18, 1944 - Commenced tracking after .
H i e ——08/12/41 - US declares war against Japan

hearing explosions and seeing flashes. Soon
sighted target ship plus two escorts. Sunk target ship |
with torpedos in five minutes. Cleared area and escorts.
Then turned west and cut speed circles believing this
sinking to be part of a larger convoy. Found large ship
with 4 escorts, including a Chidori DD. Was able to
damage the large ship with torpedos before being
attacked with depth charges by the Chidori and H Aug 7, 1944 - Sunk paravane
forced to go deep. The COBIA suffered a few minor with machine gunfire.
leaks which were tightened immediately.

:—1 1/12/41 - US declares war on Germany and Italy
01/1942
June 26, 1944 - Left

. ‘) Peart Harbor for
First War Patrol.

07/1942

H July 13, 1944 - Sighted targets, two freighters
plus three escorts. Fired three torpedos, two

01/1943
hit, sinking the leading freighter.

August 5, 1944 - Attacked a patrol

Dwyer: ...the ship went down so close that we . .
4 P ") vessel. One torpedo hit, blowing off

August 14, 1944 - Made rendezvous with escort to Majuro. Moored to PIRANNA
must have went under it as it was on its way

and FINBACK alongside subtender SPERRY. _—03/1 7/43 - Keel of the USS COBIA laid at Electric Boat

down ... the other guy ... really didn't like it. He
wanted off..We had coal found in our decking.
That's close.

Sibley: | still have a piece of coal from this
attack in my living room.

H Enemy began dropping depth charges.
Y COBIA tried to get shot at remaining target,

but attacks too persistant and accurate. Went
deeper and changed course to shake off pursuit.
Later returned to sinking ship to gather any
intelligence data.

Introduction to the USS COBIA

The COBIA served as a ship in the US Navy during World War Il with Lt. Commander Albert C. Becker
in command. Of six war patrols, the first, third, fourth, and fifth were deemed successful. For them,
the COBIA received four battle stars. Throughout the war, the COBIA only lost one crew member.
Ralph Huston Jr, aged 19, died Feb 27, 1945 of wounds he received in a gun battle the previous day.

After the war, the COBIA sailed back to New London and was decommissioned in May of 1946. She
was recommissioned on July 6, 1951 and used for training. On March 19, 1954, the COBIA was again
placed out of commission and in reserve. By 1950, the COBIA was declared obselete as a deployable

H July 9, 1944 - Sighted a minelayer and
a destroyer escorted by a Kate plane.
Commenced torpedo attack but enemy plane
dropped a bomb nearby, causing shot to miss.
Minelayer began closing, and feeling that the
initiative was lost, the COBIA went deep.
Suffered several depth charges but took no
major damage and was able to clear the area.

Roberts: Somebody put their boots up

there in the overhead wedged in the
hydraulic lines. One of them boots came
down during one of our depth charges and
hit me right on top of the head. | thought |
had it.

the whole stern. COBIA was debating tactics
to elimate men on wreckage when two US
planes spotted strafing the target. Target set
on fire and all hands abandon ship. COBIA
surfaced and closed in on wreckage. Sunk
anything that a man could use to keep dry on,
but did not shoot Japanese soldiers. About
20 men in the water, picked up one prisoner.

Becker: I hollered down at them; and

most of them looked away ... one guy ...
| thought might be amenable to coming
aboard ... by the time we stopped there was
another guy close ... we tried to throw a line to
him and he threw the durn thing off and then
swam over and tried to butt his head against
our bow ... Anyway, we drifted back and threw
a line to the other guy that | had seen. He
took the line ... and then we hauled him on
board ... He became a favorite very quickly ...
His real name was Ona Tora or something ...
While he was in the foreward torpedo room,
they were painting flags ... putting the wrong
number of stripes on the Japanese flag ... and
he said, oh no, no, no ... and he painted the
battle flags for us, then ... put Japanese labels
on all the places of the ship. [There are still red
paint marks that mean ‘radio’in Japanese on
the auxiliary compass today.]

Quoted Crew Members

The USS COBIA (SS/AGSS - 245) is a GATO Class submarine built by the Electric Boat Company in Name
New London, CT. She was launched on November 28, 1943 and commissioned on March 29, 1945.

Becker, Albert L.
Donahue, Harry (Gunner)
Dwyer, John F.

Hyde, George T.

Roberts, Marshall L.

warship and was towed to Milwaukee, WI to serve as a training platform. On July 1, 1970, the COBIA

was struck from the Naval Register and towed to Manitowoc, WI to act as a memorial to submariners.
In 1986 she was incorporated as part of the Wisconsin Maritime Mueseum and declared a National
Historial Landmark. Presently, daily tours of the COBIA are given, and interested visitors can even

sign up to spend the night aboard the sub.

Sibley, Joseph J.
Young, Frederick (Fritz)

Rank

LtCmdr
GM2/c
MoMM2/c
RM3/c
EM1/c
LtCmdr
S1/c

Photo of the COBIA taken circa 1944/1945

Young: Tora ... turned out to be a pretty nice guy ...in fact he wanted to stay on
the boat with us...

Hyde: After the marines took our prisoner ... a few of the fellows went over to
visit with him and took him cegarettes and candy bars ... the marines were kind
of amazed that we had a good relationship with him.

Becker: Lookouts were extremely important; so we had a lookout contest ... the

guy who won got either $50 bucks or two bottles of booze. They always took
the booze... Dargan...had won the thing...and he was walking around with this bottle of
booze in his hand and one of the other men...Gast... He would say, “Get me a coconut,”
and old Gast would run over and climb up a tree and get him a coconut, and when he
came back Dargan would give him a drink out of the bottle. And this went on for a
while. It was amusing...

August 15, 1944 - Relief crew assumed all watches, and regular crew moved to
Majuro Submarine Recreation Camp. Commenced refit of the USS COBIA.

n August 29, 1944 - Completed refit.

August 30, 1944 - Began training period, including torpedo approaches, battle
“ surface, and indoctrination depth charge.

n Sept 5, 1944 - Ready for sea.

Photo of the COBIA ‘s torpedo room taken in
1984

07/1943

01/1944

07/1944

01/1945

07/1945

Company [New London, CT]

——06/06/1944 - D-Day

First War Patrol: June 26 - Aug 14, 1944

Second War Patrol: Sept 6 - Nov 5, 1944

Third War Patrol: Nov 30, 1944 -
Jan 24,1945

Fourth War Patrol: Feb 18 - Apr 15, 1945

:’— Fifth War Patrol: May 9 - June 15, 1945
Sixth War Patrol: July 18 - Aug 15, 1945
08/06/1945 -“Little Boy” dropped on Hiroshima,

Japan
-~06/09/1945 - “Fat Man” dropped on Nagasaki, Japan

08/15/1945 - Japan announced surrender to Allied Powers,

officially ending WWII

WWII Event  USS COBIA Related Event

Photo of the COBIA taken in 2006 at its current location
at the Wisconsin Maritime Museum in Manitowoc, WI

Samantha Keehan December 10, 2007
All quotes and data obtained from The COBIA at War by Jerry Calenberg




